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Question 1.

Describe methods of soil conservation.

Answer.

Some common methods of soil conservation are mentioned below:
Mulching. Mulching is the process of covering the bare ground
between plants with a layer of organic matter like straw. It
contributes in retaining soil moisture.

Terrace Farming. Terrace farming is the method of farming in which
broad flat steps or terraces are made on the steep slopes so that flat
surfaces are available to grow crops 4 They reduce run-off and sail
erosion. Intercropping. In intercropping, different crops are grown in
alternate rows and are sown at different times to protect the soil
from being washed away by rain.

Contour Ploughing. Ploughing parallel to the contours of a hill slope to
form a natural barrier for water to flow down a slope is called contour
ploughing.

Shelter Belts. Rows of trees that are planted in certain areas to check
wind movement are called shelter belts. Contour Barriers. Stones,
grass and soil are used to build barriers along contours. Trenches are
made in front of the barriers to collect water.



Rock Dams. This prevents gullies and further soil loss since rocks are
piled up to slow down the flow of water.

Question 2

What is the threat to vegetation and wildlife? What is the need to
conserve them? How can we do this?

Answer.

Forests and wildlife are an important resource. Climate change and
human interferences in the animal kingdom can cause loss of natural
habitat for plants and animals. Certain species have become
endangered and many have become extinct now.

Poaching incidents contribute to their extinction. Plants and animals
are an important part of the ecosystem. Plants provide food, oxygen
and shelter to humans and animals. Animals provide us important
products such as milk, meat, honey, etc. There exists a balance in the
environment if we do not disturb the natural number of species living
on the earth. A single extinction can affect the ecosystem badly. So
animals and plants obviously need to be conserved. The government
has introduced national parks, wildlife sanctuaries and biosphere
reserves for this purpose. Poaching should be severely dealt with.
Indiscriminate killings need to be discouraged. Social awareness must
be created about importance of trees, social forestry. Students should
be involved in vanamahotsava at regional and community levels.
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